
NOTE : This technical bulletin was prepared by SOPREMA Inc. for architects, engineers, building owners, and contractors, as a reference guide in designing, selecting and 
constructing roofing, and/or waterproofing and/or air/vapour barriers utilizing SOPREMA Inc. products. SOPREMA Inc. reserves the right to change, or modify, at our discretion, 
without prior notice, any information, recommendations,  or specifications contained in this technical bulletin.

TB
_C

om
pa

tib
ilit

y_
be

tw
ee

n_
M

od
ifi

ed
_B

itu
m

en
_a

nd
_P

V
C

.in
d

d

TECHNICAL BULLET IN

160704SCANE
(supersedes 0411CE) 

1

SUBJECT : COMPATIBILITY BETWEEN MODIFIED BITUMEN 
MEMBRANES AND PVC PRODUCTS

SOPREMA offers a variety of modified bitumen membranes used in different conditions. Some of them are used as a flashing membrane 
where they might be in contact with different building materials.

When installed as door or window flashing, SBS modified bitumen membranes might be in contact with polyvinyl chloride (PVC). 
SOPREMA membranes are compatible with rigid PVC.

However, some manufacturers use plasticized polyvinyl chloride referred as flexible PVC to produce frame and nailing flange for 
windows. This modified polymer could possibly create an incompatibility with the bituminous membranes.

SOPREMA recommends that you contact the windows or doors manufacturer to determine if the product contains flexible PVC.

Blind Side Waterproofing
The use of internal waterstop at cold joints is a good practice. When Used in combination with a waterproofing membrane, it is a 
secondary line of defense. Its use is at the discretion of the designer.

However, SOPREMA does not recommend the use of external PVC waterstop with its SBS modified bitumen membranes. Components 
of the PVC waterstops are not compatible with the modified bitumen compound of the membrane. Following long-term contact with 
PVC waterstop, the SBS modified bitumen membranes will deteriorate.
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